[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]
Poverty is often defined in terms of economics and resources. 
In this game, you are the head of the household. Follow the directions 
and compute a typical situation of a person experiencing poverty.

Poverty affects the type of job skills one develops. Typically, individuals who experience chronic long-term poverty are limited to manual labor positions or minimum wage employment. Children often limit the amount of hours one can work as well as their flexibility.
You are one of the 16% of Americans who comprise the working poor, the lowest social class besides the mentally and physically challenged. The Chart below will determine your place of employment and number of children. It is organized by your last name. Write only your information down and move on.

	IF YOUR LAST NAME BEGINS WITH…
	EMPLOYER/PAY RATE
	NUMBER OF CHILDREN

	A, F, K, P, U, Z  
	McDonald’s 

Pay: $7.25 an hour

 That’s $1,160 a month
	2

	B, G, L, Q, V
	Undocumented Worker*

Pay: $5.00 an hour 

That’s $800 a month
	4

	C, H, M, R, W
	Factory Worker

Pay $8.00 an hour

That’s $1,280 a month
	6

	D, I, N, S, X
	Car Washer

Pay $8.50 with tips

That’s $1,360 a month
	5

	E, J, O, T, Y
	House Cleaner

Pay $7.25 an hour

That’s $1,160 a month
	3


Children are the proportionately the largest victims of poverty. There are nearly 12.1 million children living in poverty. Many of these children live in female headed households with annual incomes of less than $8,500. The presence of dependents who cannot contribute to the monthly income often make it difficult for families to lift themselves out of poverty, perpetuating cycles of poverty.
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Name(s) of your child(ren):
FOOD: Calculate how much money is available each day for food and how much per person. The government states that the average family spends 30% of its monthly income on food. Calculate that amount and write it here: _________________


Per day: $______ (Take your monthly food budget and divide by 30 [days in a month])

Per Person: $ ______ (Take your daily food allowance from above and divide by total number of people in your family)
Imagine you had to feed your family on this budget. What would you feed them for a whole day? 
[image: image4.wmf]
Breakfast: 

Snack:      
Lunch:

Snack:
Dinner:

Dessert:
[image: image5.wmf]5. HOUSING: Use the classified ads online to find a place for you and your family to live that is within your budget. Don’t forget to leave money for other expenses! Describe your living situation here. City, number of bedrooms/bathrooms, the crime rates in this area, the quality of schools.
** NOTE: You may not live in your car, under a bridge, etc. You must find an actual place to live in LA County. You may not sell or abandon your children.

6. TRANSPORTATION: The average American spends about 15% - 20% of their monthly income on transportation.  You may choose to save money and find other forms of transportation such as carpooling, public transportation, walking, or riding a bike. Decide on transportation methods. Fill in the cost.

Car: $_____________ 
Walk: FREE
Bus: $30-45 a month
7. ALL OTHER EXPENSES:  Calculate how much money you will have left over to cover medical expenses, clothes, entertainment, personal items, and anything else you and your family will need. 
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Now that you have finished playing, reflect on the following questions. Post your response and comments in the appropriate thread in the forum.
Our chapter examines social class and life chances. This activity serves as an innovative way to mimic the life chances of a person in the working class poor. 
Here are questions you will need to REFLECT on and answer in your assignment. You do not need to include all of the answers below - just a brief summarization  (4-6 sentences) will do for this portion. Focus the majority of your post on the last questions.
1. Describe your situation: job, income, number of kids. 

2. Describe your food menu. Is this food enough? Is it healthy? What are the consequences of this kind of diet? 

3. Tell us where you live. Is this place big enough? Is it safe? What are the schools probably like? 

4. How did you decide to spend the rest of the money? 

5. Do you have enough left over for quality health care? How will you treat a sick person in the house? 

6. Can you afford to give your children educational tools like a computer, the internet, a printer, etc? 

7. Will your children go to college? How will you make sure that they have a better life? 

8. Say you come home and you are tired and stressed out from working so hard. How do you unwind or release some tension? What are typical outlets for pressure among the lower class members? 

9. Let's imagine your child is sick. You take them to the ER. It costs you $600 for the visit. Can you pay this? Do you think you would turn to other means, perhaps illegal means, of making money?

Summarize your response to the above questions. Then, thoroughly answer the questions below.

1. Share your overall reaction to this activity.
2. According to the text, who are the poor? What are the factors that might result in a person being poor?

3. Given this activity, what do you think is the relationship between social class and crime, physical health, education, parental guidance, mental health, politics, life satisfaction?

4. According to functionalists, poverty is essential in maintaining social balance. Evaluate this claim by arguing how poverty is functional for society and who benefits from the existence of the lower classes, then discuss how poverty is dysfunctional and causes social instability. 

5. Look at the social class ladder chart on page 135. How does education play a role in life chances and social class? How will you use your education to prevent the imaginary scenario of this activity from becoming your reality? 










